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PINE-STRAWBERRY FIRE BOARD REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
September 21, 2011
1.   The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm

2.   Pledge of Allegiance

3.   Roll Call

      Present were Chair Forrest McCoy, Jerry McGuire, Dave Burkhart, Dave Prechtel and     
      Mike Roggenstein.
4.   Approval of Minutes 

       a)  August 17, 2011 Regular meeting
             Mr. Prechtel moved to accept.  Mr. McGuire seconded and it passed unanimously.

       b)  August 17, 2011 Executive session minutes

             Mr. Prechtel moved to accept.  Mr. McGuire seconded and it passed with four, Mr.

             Roggenstein abstaining.    

       c)   August 24, 2011 Special meeting

             Mr. Burkhart moved to accept.  Mr. Prechtel seconded and it passed with four, Mr.
             McGuire abstaining.

       d)   August 29, 2011 Special meeting

              Mr. Burkhart moved to accept.  Mr. Prechtel seconded and it passed unanimously.

 5.   Reports and Correspondence

       a) Chief’s report was given by Chief Staub.
            Mr. McCoy asked if the changes made to the repeater (of the communication system)

           would affect the local citizens’ scanner reception and the Chief said no.
            Mr. McCoy asked if the department bought tires and then paid someone to install them

           (on site).  The Chief said yes because it was cheaper and the trucks were not out of 

            service (for long).
            Mr. McCoy asked for clarification on response time data.  Mr. Burkhart asked if it 

            included walk time down to Fossil Creek.  The Chief said response time ends when

            the ambulance stops, per DHS.     
       b) Financial report given by Chief Staub.
            Mr. McCoy asked what the maximum amount in petty cash is.  The Chief said $250
            but we had someone buy a piece of equipment and paid for it in cash which was put

            in with petty cash.  This will eventually work its way down to $250 again.
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             The Chief told the Board that the new billing company will start depositing the 

             ambulance revenue into the county account instead of the payroll account.

              Mr. McCoy asked why we issued checks for $18,000 we did not have in the general

              fund.  The Chief said because we haven’t garnered our tax revenues yet and the county 
             issues us a line of credit (warrants).
       c)  Chaplain’s report.

             Father Burke reported he responded to 3 events, 3 PPCs and 2 victim family consulta-

            tions. 
       d)  Firefighters Association report 
             The pancake breakfast was successful.  They sold out of batter and closed down early 

            on Sunday. 

       e)  District Board Chairman’s report and discussion 
             Mr. McCoy confirmed that he could disregard the county’s election notice since there are             

             no Board members standing for re-election until November of  2012.   He also recognized
            the $100 and pizza donation Sue Bogle made to the department.                        
       f)  Reports from other Board committees

            Mr. Burkhart reported that the Policy committee met on Sept. 13, 2011. The next meeting
            is scheduled for Oct. 20, 2011 and they have started work on the personnel policies.             

6.   Call to the Public

       Mr. Burkhart, as a member of the community, thanked the Chief and his wife for helping

       to deliver Meals-on-Wheels for the Senior Center.        

7.    New Business
       a)  Discussion and possible action related to the renewal of the District’s health care 

            insurance coverage.

            There was a discussion about percentage savings for the plans.  The Chief said the

            health insurance plan for next year will be looked at and the plan we offer may

            potentially be changed.  Mr. McCoy asked the employees attending if they were 

             happy with BCBS  and they said they were very happy.  Mr. Burkhart made a motion

            the Board renew our health insurance coverage with Blue Cross/Blue Shield  in our   

            current plan and authorize the Chief to enter into any agreement necessary to renew 

            our coverage.  Mr. Prechtel seconded, commenting that the difference in savings

             between the current coverage and the optional coverages is not that great and a change

            in plans could pose a hardship to employees.  The vote was taken and it passed

            unanimously.

       b) Discussion and possible action related to accepting and possibly transferring the 

            Wildland Urban Interface grant and the Wildland Hazardous Fuels grant.  

            The Chief  explained to the Board how the grants work and what the State requires.
             Mr. McCoy asked if the matching part of the grant would be a problem for the (PSFD)

             budget and would it create more work.  The Chief said no and it wouldn’t create any more 

            work than it did before.  Mr. Burkhart asked if the State would agree to do the swap.

             The Chief said State officials advised that 3 weeks from the time the State receives (from 
             us) the scope  of work, we would get an okay, approximately at the end of October.  
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            Mr. McCoy  asked when we could resume brush pick up.  The Chief said after the grant
            is approved and funded by the State.  Mr. Prechtel asked why the State rejected the original  

            proposal. The Chief said because the criteria is very specific for the scope of work and
            there  was concern over acres cleared and whether the Fire Department could meet it.  Mr.

            Prechtel had concerns about the additional work for Fire Department personnel. The 

            Chief said he is in the process of getting feedback from personnel and the captains said

             they think they can do it.  Jay Wailes said this program is pretty much  the same as was

             done last year and asked who would do the (property) treatments.  The Chief said if the 

            property is less than 1 acre it would be done by private contractor but it would vary. 
            A discussion followed about how the program may be run.

             Mr. Burkhart made a motion the Board sign over the WHFH grant to Pine Strawberry 

             Fuels Reduction Inc. and that the District assumes the WUI grant from PSFR Inc. and

             authorizing the Fire Chief to make what arrangements are necessary to make this happen

            and report back to the Board with any updates. 

            Susie Alexander, a property owner in Strawberry, said she was on the list to have her

             property cleared before everything changed and she wondered why we stopped working

            with the Department of Corrections.  Mr. McCoy said we haven’t stopped working with

            them but  DOC is not always available and they raised their rates to $50 an hour per
            worker. The motion on the floor was seconded by Mr. Roggenstein and it passed
            unanimously.                          

8.  Purchases over $5,000 – none

9.  Future agenda items
     1)  Possibly a special meeting concerning the fuels reduction grant.  
     2)  The next Board meeting  scheduled for Oct. 12, 2011

10. Adjournment 

       Mr. Roggenstein made a motion to adjourn at 7:14 pm.  Mr. Burkhart seconded and it

       passed unanimously. 


