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PINE-STRAWBERRY FIRE BOARD SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
                                                         Aug.24, 2011
1. The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm at the community center senior dining room. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call

      Present from the Fire Board were Forrest McCoy, Dave Prechtel, Dave Burkhart and 
      Mike Roggenstein. Jerry McGuire was absent.

      Those in attendance from the Fuels Reduction committee were Walt Smith, Janet Brandt, 

      Jack Malloy, Ron Calderon, Mel Palmer, Gail Reese and Katie Calderon.
4.   New Business

      a)  Discussion and possible action related to the District’s Fuels Reduction Program

           and the funding of the program.  
           Mr. Burkhart  opened by saying there are no funds left in the current  fuel reduction

           program.  He added there are a couple of grants pending but there are no guarantees we 
           will  receive them and the district cannot afford to continue paying for this program.
           Mr. Burkhart proposed that as of Aug. 31st (2011) the current fuel reduction program 
           with  Pine-Strawberry Fire District be terminated.  Mr. McCoy added the current budget
           states if there is no grant there is no money to run the program.  Mr. Burkhart made

           the motion effective August 31st (2011) the current Fuel Reduction program with the
            Pine-Strawberry Fire District be terminated.  Mr. Roggenstein seconded and it passed 3
           to 1 with Mr. Prechtel voting no.

      b)  Discussion and meeting with Fuels Reduction Inc. related to working together with

            grants to operate a Fuels Reduction program in the community.

            Mr. Roggenstein said he liked the proposal the committee put forward and that is has

            sustainability.  Janet Brandt said she felt it met the needs of both by allowing for three

            positions to be funded and keeps it under the Fire Department grant.  She also felt it

            offers a way to carry it through after the grants are over.  Mr. McCoy asked if under

            these grants if there is some work the committee would ask the Fire Department to do

            and then reimburse (the Fire Department).  Mrs. Brandt said no.  Walt Smith said in

            reference to the three non-career positions the committee takes no stand.  Mr. Prechtel

            asked for clarification whether there is a grant or not.  Mr. Burkhart stated it is a 

            possibility we will receive the grant but as yet we have not.  Chief Staub said it was his
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              understanding that neither grant would be funded without an agreement for 

              distribution of work between the two grants and approved by the state.  Mrs. 

              Brandt agreed and said the process takes time to get funded.  The Chief said he
              would work with Mrs. Brandt to come up with a proposal, submit it to the state

              and once approved would bring it to the Board.  Mr. McCoy would like an update
              on the agenda at the next Board meeting.  Mr. Prechtel asked for a breakdown 
              of responsibilities between the two groups and the funding for each.  Mrs. Brandt
              reviewed the proposal  that the committee had submitted to the Board.  Walt Smith 
               said the objective is to get the community educated and involved and able to take over

              this program.  The committee is recommending, as was suggested by the state, an
               assessment be done for each  property where brush has been picked up and included
              in a database which the Fire Department would be responsible to maintain.  The 

              Board asked the Chief if assessments could be done and he said he would have to 

              look into it.  There would be some things that would have to be worked out. 
               Mr. Burkhart made a motion to authorize the Chief to work with the Fuel Reduction
              Committee to reword the Fire Department grant to meet the states requirements and
              then bring it back to the Board once the state approves it and included that the
               Board agrees  with the proposal submitted by the Fuels committee.  Mr. Roggenstein
              seconded.  
              Mr. Prechtel said he felt the vote was premature since there were some  issues that 
              he felt needed to be worked out ahead of time.  Mr. McCoy said those could be
              worked out later after the grant was received.  Right now the agreement is only on 
              the division of work.  Mr. Prechtel asked if the clearing of property is going to be 
              done outside of the Fire  Department and Mrs. Brandt said yes.  He then asked who
              was going to do it.  Mrs. Brandt said it would be up to the property owners.  

              The motion before the Board was voted on and passed unanimously.

        c)   Discussion and possible action related to agreement with Fuels Reduction Inc. 
               including but not limited to equipment and positions charges.

               It was decided that this item be tabled until the next Board  meeting  and a final

               plan is worked out with the Fuels Committee  and the grant is approved.

5.  Call to the Public

      Ross Gooder asked who would pay for vehicle maintenance and fuel for the Fuels

      program.  Mr. McCoy said it would be the departments’ expense under the departments’

      grant.

6.   Adjournment

       Mr. Roggenstein made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Burkhart seconded and it 

       passed unanimously.


